
Jean-Charles TARDIEU (Paris 1765 - Paris 1830) 

Portrait of the Artist’s Son
Black chalk, with stumping, with framing lines in brown ink.

Oval.

Partly inscribed De Jean-Charles Tardieu / Portrait de son fils [illegible] in pencil on the old backing
board.

A printed label from the artist supply shop Maison Belot, Rue de l’Arbe-Sec, Paris, on the backing
board.

156 mm. (6 1/8 in.) diameter

 
 

Drawings by Jean-Charles Tardieu are rare. As noted in the old pencil inscription on the backing board,
the cherubic young boy in this portrait drawing is one of the artist’s sons. Tardieu and his wife Prudence
had three sons; Alexandre, born in 1803, Jules Romain, born in 1805, and Armand-Louis, born in 1807.

All three were born in Rouen, and would go on to have successful literary and legal careers. (Jules-
Romain Tardieu was perhaps the most prominent of the three, becoming a well-known publisher and

author.) As the second half of the inscription has become illegible, however, it is not possible to
determine which son is depicted in this charming, intimate portrait drawing, which may be dated to

between c.1805 and 1810.
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Artist description:
Jean-Charles Tardieu - also known as Tardieu-Cochin after the small legacy left to him by his father’s

cousin, the printmaker and draughtsman Charles-Nicholas Cochin - was from a family of eminent
engravers. His father Jacques-Nicolas Tardieu and paternal grandfather Nicolas-Henri Tardieu were
both academicians and graveurs du roi, while his mother Claire Tournay and paternal grandmother
Marie-Anne Horthemels were also professional engravers. Breaking with family tradition, however,

Jean-Charles Tardieu trained as a history painter in the studio of the painter Jean-Baptiste Regnault
between 1786 and 1789. He obtained second place in the Prix de Rome competition of 1790, and
made his debut at the Salon three years later. Tardieu maintained a successful career through the

successive upheavals and regime changes of the time, regularly exhibiting important paintings at the
Salons. He enjoyed the patronage of Napoleon, Louis XVIII and Charles X, and received official

commissions for various imperial and royal residences, such as the palaces of Luxembourg, Versailles,
Saint-Cloud and Fontainebleau. Among his significant official commissions was a painting of The

Emperor Napoleon Receives the Queen of Prussia at Tilsitt, exhibited at the Salon of 1808 and today at
Versailles, while an allegorical painting on the birth of the Duc de Bordeaux was acquired by the city of

Rouen at the Salon of 1822 and is now in the Musée des Beaux-Arts there. Tardieu also painted
subjects from French history, such as Sully and Henri IV of 1805 and The Clemency of Louis XII of 1818.
He also painted evocative genre scenes, notably a Market Scene in Paris, shown at the Salon of 1814
and today in the Louvre, as well as a handful of portraits, some of which were exhibited at the Salon of

1812.


