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Willem VAN DEN BERG (The Hague 1886 - Leiden 1970)

A Blue-Tongued Skink (Tiliqua scincoides)
Oil on panel.

Signed WILLEM VD BERG at the lower right centre.

28 x20.5cm. (11 x8 1/8 in.) [panel]

The blue-tongued skink (Tiliqua scincoides) is a large lizard native to Australia, and is also found in the
Babar and Tanimbar island groups in Indonesia. Disntiguished by a pattern of dark brown bands in
overlapping scales onits body and a long, bright blue tongue, the lizard is the largest member of the
skink family, and can measure up to 60 centimetres in length. This particular lizard, almost certainly

painted by Van den Berg at the Amsterdam zoo, is likely to have been of the subspecies known as the

Tanimbar blue-tongued skink (Tiliqua scincoides chimaera), found in the islands of the Maluku province

of the-then Dutch colony of Indonesia.

The present sheet can be related to a woodcut by Willem van den Berg of a similar subject, which is
dated 1920.

Exhibitions

Possibly Wassenaar, Kunstzaal ‘De Rietvink’, Tentoonstelling van schilderijen, teekeningen en
graphische werken door Jan Wittenberg, Willem van den Berg, M. Adamse, 1927, no.29 (‘Hagedis’).



Artist description:

The son of the painter and printmaker Andries van den Berg, who taught at the Koninklijke Academie in
The Hague, Willem van den Berg also spent time in the studio of his cousin, the painter and painting
conservator Carel de Wild. Soon after completing his training in The Hague, van den Berg began
exhibiting his work in group shows and solo exhibitions. In 1913 he met the painter Willem van
Konijnenburg, whose style was to prove influential on the young artist, and began to paint the fishermen,
women and ships on the beach at Scheveningen. He also painted still lifes, landscapes, genre scenes
and portraits, as well as studies of birds and animals, and in 1926 one of his paintings was exhibited in
Paris.

In 1938 van den Berg settled in Amsterdam, where he was appointed a professor at the Rijksakademie
van Beeldende Kunsten. From there he made frequent visits to the small picturesque fishing village of
Volendam, where he found numerous subjects to paint and draw. A member of the artist’s societies Arti
et Amicitiae in Amsterdam and Pulchri Studio in The Hague, van den Berg worked well outside the
avant-garde trends of the art of the 20th century. Although his realist style became less popular in
Holland after the Second World War, the artist found some success in America in the 1960s, when
several exhibitions of his work were held at galleries in New York, Chicago and San Francisco. He also
produced lithographs and linocuts, and his work can be found today in several Dutch museums.



