
Andre Lhote (Bordeaux 1885 - Paris 1962) 

View of Collioure, Pyrénées
Watercolour and pencil, with grey ink and grey wash.

Signed and dated A. LHOTE – 13 – at the lower left.

325 x 502 mm. (12 3/4 x 19 3/4 in.)
 

In the early part of the 20th century, the small Mediterranean port town of Collioure in France, very close
to Spain, was a popular destination for artists such as Georges Braque, André Derain, Othon Friesz,

Henri Martin, Paul Signac, Léopold Survage and, most notably, Henri Matisse. Lhote must have visited
Collioure more than once, since he produced a handful of paintings of this picturesque Catalan fishing
village, albeit each one different in composition from the present sheet. A painting of Collioure is in the
Musée Fabre in Montpellier, while a different view of the port, dated 1917, was with the Marlborough
Gallery in London in 1958 and was included in the Lhote retrospective exhibition in Paris that year.
Another painting of Collioure by Lhote, datable to c.1920, was sold at auction in London in 1990. 

This watercolour is recorded in the archives of the late Jean-François Aittouarès, and its authenticity
has also been confirmed by Dominique Bermann Martin, who will include it, under no.109, in her and M.

Aittouarès’s forthcoming catalogue raisonné of the work of André Lhote.
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Artist description:

Apprenticed to an ornamental sculptor, André Lhote studied at the Ecole des Beaux-Arts in Bordeaux,
training as a sculptor while painting in his spare time. In 1905 he decided to devote himself entirely to



painting, while at the same time supporting himself by working as an art teacher. The following year he
was introduced to Gabriel Frizeau, one of the very few collectors of modern art in Bordeaux, who went
on to assemble a fine collection of Lhote’s work. After being rejected several times by the Salon des

Amis des Arts de Bordeaux, Lhote was accepted at the Salon d’Automne in Paris in 1907. The
following year he also showed at the Salon des Artistes Indépendants, where he was to exhibit yearly

from then on. 

Lhote's early paintings, executed in a Fauvist stye, show the influence of Paul Gauguin, and in 1910 he
had his first solo exhibition at the Galerie Druet in Paris. He was greatly inspired by the paintings of

Paul Cézanne that were shown at the Salon d’Automne in 1910, and Cézanne’s influence was to
resonate in much of his later work. At the Salon d’Automne of 1911, his painting of The Port of

Bordeaux was hung alongside works by Albert Gleizes, Fernand Leger, Jean Metzinger and Jacques
Villon, among others. By the following year Lhote had become associated with a group of artists, all

working in a synthetic Cubist style, known as the Section d’Or, which included Gleizes, Leger, Metzinger
and Villon, as well as Robert Delaunay, Henri le Fauconnier and Juan Gris. 

Due to his health, Lhote served in the army for only a brief period during the First World War, and spent
much of the war years in Paris and Arcachon. Very active as a writer and critic, he published numerous
books of essays and art history, and served as the art critic for the Nouvelle Revue Française between

1917 and 1940. He established his own art school, the Académie André Lhote, in Montparnasse in
1922, and also lectured on art extensively both in France and abroad through the 1950s; in Algeria,

Belgium, Brazil, Egypt, England, Hungary and Italy. Indeed, as a result of his popularity as a lecturer and
writer, Lhote’s work became very well known and influential outside France, particularly in the 1920s

and 1930s. 

While views of the ports of Bordeaux and Marseille were to be among Lhote’s favourite subjects as a
painter, his later work of the 1940s and beyond found him in a more lyrical mood, with an emphasis on

serene landscapes. In 1956 he won the Grand Prix National des Arts, and two years later a major
retrospective exhibition of Lhote’s work was held at the Musée d’Art Moderne in Paris.


