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Dealer Stephen Ongpin to stage
single-owner works on paper sale
at Christie’s

London dealer Stephen Ongpin has consigned a large group of
works on paper to Christie’s for a dedicated auction this
SUIMIner.
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Forthcoming sales include

Hannam's Auctioneers
Antiques & Art

09 Jun 2026
Study of a male nude holding a hammer by Francois Boucher (1703-1770), a red chalk )
drawing with touches of white heightening measuring 12.25 x 7.5 (31 x 19cm), estimated Gardiner Houlgate
£40,000-60,000 at Christie’s. Guitars

09 Jun 2026 - 01:00 AM

Lawrences Bletchingley
Antiques, Collectables, Wines,
Spirits, Carpets, Textiles & Books
09 Jun 2026 - 01:00 AM
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The sale on July 2 titled Lines of Vision: Celebrating 20 Years of Stephen Ongpin

Fine Art will comprise approximately 100 lots ranging from Old Master drawings Fuldmg FoIng Rewrme

and 19" century watercolours to Modern works on paper with estimates starting LGHEH?NEE _

at £700 and rising to £600,000. 10 Jun 2026 - 01:00 AM
Harper Field Auctions

Among the artists featured are [MW Turner, Tiepolo, Guercino, Boucher, Picasso,
Klee and Matisse. Christie’s said the sale “reflects the breadth and depth of
categories, periods and price points central to the gallery's identity” and “builds
on Stephen Ongpin Fine Art’s many carefully curated exhibitions and catalogues
of exceptional academic rigour™.

Jewellery, Silver, Watches, Coins,
Designer & Textiles
10 Jun 2026 - 01:00 AM

Lindsay Burns
Antiques & Interiors
Ongpin said that part of the reason for the auction was to mark his 20 years as an 10 Jun 2026 - 01:00 AM
independent dealer, and 40 years in the trade generally, but it was also a chance
“to share some of my passion for drawings, and to introduce the work of the

gallery to a wider audience and to a new generation of collectors™. t h e S a I e roo m

“I felt I should mark the occasion in a different way than having another gallery The home of art & antiques auctions
show,” he told ATG. “I have a lot of stock, so 1 went through the racks, working
closely with Christie’s and allowing them to choose what to offer. We gave them a
good measure of free rein to select what they wanted but I was conscious of RElﬂtEd
wanting to reflect the variety of what we offer in terms of date, subject matter
and price.

Moreau festive
designs for birth of
 the Dauphin are now
celebrated by the

I Palace of Versailles
museum

“We quickly came to agreement on the estimates and both wanted to keep them
attractive”.

15 May 2026

Michelangelo puts his
stamp on latest Old
Master sales

13 February 2026

Footing the bill:
Michelangelo
drawing for the
Sistine Chapel makes
$23.1m at Christie’s
05 February 2026

‘Unknown study by
} Michelangelo for the
= Sistine Chapel’ to be

offered at Christie’s
Stephen Ongpin has run his own gallery for 20 years. 25 Novemnber 2025

| Anatomical studies
| stand out as highlight
© of Paris drawings sale

In all, the sale represents about 20% of the gallery’s stock. “I only buy works that I
love and would be keen to keep as a collector. In fact, some of these pictures I kept %
in my house." - 19 May 2025

Ongpin stressed that the Christie's auction was not an indication of a change of

direction for the gallery. “It’s more like a spring clean I'd say.”

“I feel the market is strong at the moment. We've had a good first half of the year
with an exhibition in New York during in early part, then exhibiting at TEFAF
Maastrichr and the Salon du Dessin. In total we've sold around 50 drawings so
far”

The LARGEST Antiques &
In terxﬁ‘ns of how he fuunll:l wurkirtglwitl: the a1:1ctic|n house, Ongpin said the Cﬂllem in the WEST
experience has been entirely positive. “There’s been a lot of synergy. I know —_—
Christie’s are excited about staging a single-owner drawings sale — there’s been FRI 12TH TO

some in New York and Paris but I don't think one in London recently. For us we
hope to reach people who might never have heard of us before, especially as SU H 14TH JU HE

we're bit off the beaten track outside of 5t James’ and Bond 5treet.

Royal Bath & West Showground,
somerset, BA4 0N

When asked about any lingering rivalry between dealer and auctioneers, he
noted this was less a factor in the drawings world than it might be in other
sectors of the art market. “It’s quite a collegiate area between the auction houses,
dealers, curators and collectors; we all have a connoisseurial interest in each
other’s holdings.”

Branching out

Ongpin began his career as a dealer at international gallery Colnaghi in 1986,
working at the firm’s New York branch for 10 years before moving to the London
gallery in 1996. Working in the drawings department of Colnaghi, he was
responsible for researching, writing and editing the gallery's annual catalogues of
Master Drawings. In 2001 he then joined Old Master dealer Jean-Luc Baroni in
London, before setting up independently in 2006. The gallery is now based in
Park Street in northern Mayfair, not too far from Hyde Park.

“A question I am often asked is why, when I started working as an art dealer, |
decided to focus on drawings,” said Ongpin. “I think it is because [ have always
been drawn (forgive the pun!) to the very intimacy of works on paper, and to the
connection they engender with the creative process at its most direct and
unfiltered.

“This is what I find so endlessly fascinating about this field. I have sometimes
likened the study of drawings to the act of standing next to the artist, looking over
their shoulder, as they work out ideas on paper. Like a diary entry from another
time and place, these drawings are often the beginning of a story.”

Lakeside view

o

The Lauerzersee with the Ruins of Schwanau and the Mythen, Switzerland, a pencil,
pen and grey ink and watercolour, with scratching out on paper, by JMW Turner,
estimated £400,000-600,000 at Christie’s.

The Christie’s sale is led by JMW Turner’s evocative Swiss landscape The
Lauerzersee with the Ruins of Schwanau and the Mythen. It depicts the landscape
below the eastern slopes of the Rigi, the famous peak popular with 19th century
tourists, and the subject of many watercolours by Turner, including The Blue Rigi
which sold at Christie’s for a hammer price of £5.2m in 2006, an auction record
for a work on paper by Turner that still stands.

The picture at the Ongpin sale was one of the works the artist made on his final
tours of Switzerland. Although some of his larger and more resolved views that
he painted on commission are now nearly all in museum collections, this pencil,
pen and grey ink and watercolour, with scratching out on paper, is regarded as
one of the finest in private hands and is exceptionally well preserved.

With a well-documented provenance going back directly to Turner himself, it is
estimated at £400,000-600,000.

B Landscape with Erminia writing the name of Tancred on a tree by Pier Francesco
Mola (1612-1666), a black and red chalk on buff paper measuring 10 x 12.75in {25 x
32cm), estimated £30,000-50.000 at Christie’s.

Among the Old Masters at the auction is a rare chalk drawing by Pier Francesco
Mola (1612-66) titled Landscape with Erminia Writing the Name of Tancred on a
Tree.

“This is without a doubt among the finest 17th century Italian drawings I have
ever handled,” said Ongpin. “It is a superb example of Mola’s draughtsmanship,
and also highlights the artist’s abilities as a landscape draughtsman.”

Two different drawings of the same subject by Francois Boucher (1703-1770), one
pictured rop, are also included. Both are preparatory studies for an important
painting, Venus ar the Forge of Vulcan, dated 1747, which is now in the Louvre.

“I bought the two drawings, each in red chalk, separately and at different times,
and was excited to be able to show them together, since they are the only known
drawings for this important canvas,” said Ongpin.
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B [Le Peintre et son modéle by Pablo Picasso (1881-1973), a pen and black ink and white
chalk on light brown card. Measuring 8.75 x 12.25in (22 x 31cm), it is estimated £120,000
180,000 at Christie™s.

One of the leading 20" century works at the Christie’s auction is Le peintre et son
maodele (The Artist and his Model) by Pablo Picasso (1881-1973). It was executed
during the summer of 1970 when the artist produced a substantial number of
drawings devoted to this theme.

Drawn on the 30 June 1970, the drawing was made in the midst of this period of
frenzied activity, and is one of two drawings executed on the same day. Ongpin
said: “In drawings such as this, Picasso depicts the artist as both creator and
voyeur, in the act of painting and observing a sleeping nude model. We are here
watching a work in progress, rather than the finished result, and are thus
observing the creative process.”

Untitled (P94-5), 1994, by Helen Frankenthaler (1928-2011), an acrylic on light brown
paper measuring 20.25in x 2ft 2in (51 x 66cm), estimated £30,000-50,000 at Christie's.

An untitled acrylic on paper by Helen Frankenthaler (1928-2011) is also among
the lots at the Ongpin sale. The large sheet was drawn in 1994, during a period of
a decade, between 1992 and 2002, when Frankenthaler produced very few
paintings and worked almost exclusively on paper.

Evening in London, 1920, by Frederick Cayley Robinson (1862-1927), a 14.75 x 13.5in
(38 x 34cm) tempera, watercolour and pencil on paper, laid down on board. The standing
figure is drawn on a separate sheet of paper pasted onto the main sheet at the left. The
work is estimated £15,000-20,000 at Christie’s.

One of the Modern British works on offer is Frederick Cayley Robinson’s (1862-
1927)

Evening in London. A tempera, watercolour and pencil on paper, laid down on
board, it dates from 1920 and was one of a number of similar depictions of

women in interiors executed at around this time, often incorporating figures at
the left edge of the composition, looking onto the scene with a window behind.

“This large drawing is in keeping with much of Cayley Robinson’s work,” said
Ongpin. “The subject of the sheet remains somewhat enigmatic.”

The pre-sale exhibition for the Lines of Vision: Celebrating 20 Years of Stephen
Ongpin Fine Art sale runs at Christie’s from June 26 to July 2.

Stephen Ongpin Fine Art is also staging a concurrent summer exhibition at its
gallery at 82 Park Street: Drawing by Design: Drawings for Architecture,
Ornament, Design and the Decorative Arts from the 16th to the 20th Century,
which runs from June 22 to July 24.
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Asian Art Auction
Featuring The William Arnett Collection B R U N “

June 25, 2026 brunkauctions.com
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Francis Bacon fans take ‘Overlooked’ British Art Fair returns Zuckerman collection
note: Got the painting - Hampstead artist this autumn with a 63 expected to raise £2m at
how about his front Muriel Jackson finally strong line up Christie’s
door? gains spotlight with

rediscovered archive at

auction
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