
Michael REILLY (Born 1898) 

The Cliffs at Perranporth, Cornwall: Design for a Great Western Railway menu card
Gouache on card. 

Signed with the artist’s initials MR at the lower right and inscribed Perranporth in the lower right margin.
105 x 218 mm. (4 1/8 x 8 1/2 in.) [image]
158 x 241 mm. (6 1/4 x 9 1/2 in.) [sheet]

 
On the Atlantic coast of Cornwall, southwest of Newquay, Perranporth is a small seaside resort noted
for its cliffs, which overlook a wide, sandy beach, nearly two miles in length. The cliffs at Perranporth
also figure prominently in an illustrated guide to the county published by the Great Western Railway

Company in 1934.

Another design by Reilly for a Great Western Railway menu card, depicting a view of Newquay in
Cornwall and datable to c.1930, is today in the collection of the National Railway Museum in York. 

This was part of the extensive collection of railway memorabilia - including posters, artwork and
archives, with a particular emphasis on the Great Western Railway - assembled by the late Malcolm

Guest (1943-2009).

 
Provenance:

Malcolm Guest, Knaresborough, North Yorkshire.

 
Artist description:

Born in 1898, Michael Reilly studied at the Central School of Arts and Crafts in Birmingham between
1923 and 1926. Very little is known of his life and career, which seems to have been spent living and
working in the West Midlands; the artist lived in Birmingham in the 1930’s and was in nearby Sutton

Coldfield by 1946. As a commercial artist, Reilly received commissions from several railway
companies, including the Great Western Railway, Southern Railway and the London Underground. 

Reilly designed a number of railway posters for the Southern and Great Western Railways; a number of
examples are today in the National Railway Museum in York. These include a poster of 'Wells in Smiling
Somerset', published by Southern Railway in 1931 and 'Wales, Unsurpassed for Scenic Grandeur' for

the Great Western Railway, printed around 1930. Other posters designed by Reilly for the G.W.R.
include scenes of Criccieth and Porthcawl in Wales, dating from 1935 and 1937 respectively, and
Weston-super-Mare in Somerset, published in 1946. A watercolour view of Aberystwyth in Wales,



drawn by Reilly in 1946 and today in the collection of the National Railway Museum, was also used for a
G.W.R. poster.


